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SUBIACO REDEVELOPMENT SCHEME 

440. Hon GIZ WATSON to the minister representing the Minister for Planning: 

I refer to the answers given in the other place to question 2549 on 18 May 2010. 

(1) Will the minister confirm that under the December 2009 amendment to the Subiaco Redevelopment 
Scheme, the Subiaco Redevelopment Authority has no discretion to exceed the five and six-storey 
height limits specified in the Australian Fine China Design Guidelines for super lot numbers 201 to 206, 
and 208? 

(2) Will the minister confirm that under the same scheme, the Subiaco Redevelopment Authority has the 
discretion to exceed the three and five-storey height limits for lot 207 specified in the design 
guidelines? 

(3) Will the minister confirm that lot 207 is across the road from existing two-storey homes where building 
heights are of critical importance? 

Hon ROBYN McSWEENEY replied: 

I thank the honourable member for some notice of the question. The Minister for Planning has provided the 
following reply —  

(1) The maximum building heights for lots 201 to 206, and 208 have been identified within the Subiaco 
Redevelopment Scheme in clause 49A(4) and 49A(5). While building heights are also included within 
the associated design guidelines, the building height control for these lots is contained within the 
redevelopment scheme. Clause 49A(7) states that the authority shall not relax or vary these height 
development standards or grant a development approval inconsistent with those standards.  

(2) Lot 207 is not listed in the clauses of the scheme identified above for the reasons provided in the 
minister’s answer to question 2549 given in the other place on 18 May 2010. The building heights for 
this lot are prescribed by the Australian Fine China Design Guidelines to provide more detail and 
specific requirements for the outcome of this site to better manage the relationship between lot 207 and 
the existing Darbon Crescent home that is opposite to part of lot 207.  

While it was considered appropriate to include height standards for lots 201 to 206, and 208 within the 
redevelopment scheme, it is common planning practice to manage building heights by way of design 
guidelines. While this allows for higher or lower heights to be proposed by future developers, the 
design guidelines require that full and substantiated justification by the applicant be provided as part of 
a development application. The design guidelines also clearly outline the relevant factors to be 
considered in relation to building height, such as overshadowing and interface with existing 
development. The authority will need to be satisfied that all these criteria are addressed and an 
improved outcome will be achieved for the broader community if it was to consider granting approval 
to a development that was inconsistent with the design guidelines. 

(3) Lot 207 is located midway along the eastern boundary of the Australian Fine China site; Darbon 
Crescent runs along half of this boundary, with the remainder of the boundary adjoining a site owned by 
the City of Subiaco that was most recently used as a car park. The two-storey home is across the road 
from part of the boundary with lot 207. 

Building heights are important in any quality development outcome and not just in this location. 
Buildings of one, two, three, four and five storeys coexist throughout Subi Centro and immediate 
surrounding areas. The heights across the Australian Fine China project have been identified to provide 
the appropriate sustainable outcome for this site in the context of the surrounding development. Varying 
building heights and setbacks will be provided to ensure that new development relates to existing 
neighbouring properties as well as creating an attractive public realm within the site itself. In the case of 
lot 207, the lower three-storey building height is identified along Darbon Crescent to minimise any 
visual impact on existing homes, with the higher portion of the building of up to five storeys being set 
back 15 metres. I have a copy of the artist’s impression that has been prepared of Darbon Crescent and 
it shows how the new development of the Australian Fine China site—on the right of the picture—will 
sit comfortably with the existing homes in Darbon Crescent, which is on the left. I table the attached 
document. 

[See paper 2238.] 
 


